th Number)?that the mesmerists have, to a certain extent, been successful in their aim, inasmuch as they have, in a small proportion of cases, and after a great deal of painful manipulation, succeeded in rendering patients, to all appearance, insensible to the pain of surgical operations. The evidence formerly adduced in support of this opinion has been recently much strengthened by the official report on Dr. Esdaile's experiments in the Calcutta hospital.* These attempts, however, praiseworthy as they are, will be entirely superseded, in future, by the new process of Etherization, which seems to possess infinitely greater advantages than the mesmeric process, without any of the great disadvantages of this.
We have already said that the time is not yet arrived for the calm and full consideration of thi^ great discovery,?the true character, and value, and bearings of which can only be fixed after much more, and more varied experience than at present exists. On the present occasion, we purpose merely, by a few hurried observations, to do something towards meeting the desire for further information which our readers no doubt possess, and for the gratification of which, in some degree, at least, they may naturally look to the pages of this Journal. On some future occasion, we hope to lay before them something more worthy of them and of ourselves.
There seems to be little or no question as to the fact, that we are entirely indebted to Dr. Charles T. Jackson, of Boston in America, for the virtual, if not the actual, discovery of the use of Ether, as a means of destroying pain in surgical operations. To him, and to his coadjutor, Dr. Morton, we certainly owe the boon, whatever be its amount, of the practical application of the process now so universally employed. It is, nevertheless, true, that many others before them had, long since, not only imagined, but even made trial of the same or similar means, with somewhat similar intentions. We will here refer to a few of these foreshadowings of the great discovery, which are immediately accessible. Some of these, it will be seen, may fairly be considered as anticipations; but as they bore no fruit, they can only be regarded as the unvalued apples dropping idly and uselessly from the tree of knowledge : the Newtonian glance had not yet fallen on them.
In Fontana's papers, in the Philosophical Transactions, we find many experiments on men and animals, on the inspiration of different kinds of air.
He himself (Phil. Trans., 1779, vol. 69, pp. 346-7,) made several experiments on himself with hydrogen gas (inflammable air). Taking it diluted, he found the process rather pleasant; but when he inspired the undiluted gas, the results were far otherwise: he became pale, confused, and fell on the floor insensible.
Davy experienced precisely similar effects, but in a more intense degree, from breathing hydrocarbonate. " After the second inspiration (he says) 1 lost all power of perceiving external things, and had no distinct sensation except a terrible oppression on the chest. During the third inspiration, this feeling disappeared. I seemed sinking into annihilation." (Researches, 1800, p. some of the women patients from the country, felt themselves suddenly transported from the great city and the crowded hospital-ward to their old quiet home in the distant village, happy once more with their mothers and brothers and sisters. As with the dying gladiator of the poet, the thoughts of these poor people?
" Were with the heart, and that was far awav/' Some seemed transported to a less definite but still happy region, which they vaguely indicated by saying they were in heaven ; while others had still odder and warmer visions, which need not be particularized.* For the purpose of obtaining information on all the points of this most interesting subject, we personally questioned all the patients in the London hospitals, who, at the period of our visits, still remained in the wards after the ether-operations. They were in all fifty-four, and the great majority had been the subjects of capital operations. A case of strangulated hernia was brought to the hospital for operation: on administering the ether, the gut was returned by the simple taxis, the resistance of the muscles having been removed.
The grand effect of etherization in abolishing the sensation of pain * Since this page was printed, we have obtained the opinion of the most eminent pathological anatomist in London, in relation to this point; he writes as follows;?"I have no hesitation in saying that fluidity of the blood in the corpse occurs so often in connexion with various morbid states that it could never be safely ascribed to the influence of ether. Among 106 post-mortem examinations which I once tabulated in relation to the characters of the blood, it was completely fluid in four, and these were; two cases of cirrhosis of the liver; a case of tumour in the cerebellum with amenorrhcea j and a case of poisoning by opium. But Though, then, we utterly deny that pain is, in any case, useful per se, and maintain that it ought to be eschewed wherever it can be dispensed with, we are prepared to admit that in certain operations, it may possibly be productive of help to the surgeon, and therefore must be tolerated. The operation of lithotrity is said to be an instance in point, in which the surgeon, while extracting the foreign body, is warned by-the pain, against mistaking a fold of the bladder for a fragment of the stone.
3. The process of etherization may be also inexpedient in some surgical operations, on account of the unconsciousness attending it; the voluntary acts of the patient, in obedience to the surgeon, being here conducive to the proper performance of the operation. This may be the case in certain operations about the throat and neck, and also in some other cases. 4. An objection has been made to the practice by some surgeons, on account of the influence it has on the operator's mind, by hurrying him and rendering him nervous, under the apprehension that the patient may wake up at any moment. This would be an objection of weight, if the insensibility could not be rendered sufficiently profound and permanent, which we believe it can, in almost every case.
But now, having given to surgery and to surgeons, as in duty bound, the lion's share of our article, we must, before concluding, bestow a few of our pages on medicine and midwifery.
Although certainly very promising in contemplation, and although often adopted, in various forms, by physicians, Pneumatic Medicine has never been productive of great practical benefits, and has consequently never thriven lustily with practising doctors. The most vigorous attempt ever made to establish it as a branch of practice, was that of Dr. Beddoes, at the close of the last century: but the brilliant hopes and promises of that enthusiastic genius, died with him and have not been since revived. To be sure, we have had sundry additions to his modified and factitious airs, or vapours, such as tar-smoke, iodine, chlorine, &c. &c.; and one of the immortal family of quacks is even now attempting to resuscitate in London the old favorite practice of the inhalation of " vital air," which once had so many partisans. The reintroduction of the vapours of ether into practice, under its present mighty patronage, is likely to give a new impulse to pneumatic medicine generally : we hope it wrill; as we are of opinion that it holds out to us not a little promise of good. Formerly, it was employed solely for its direct influence on the air-passages. It may, possibly, be still found useful in this way; but the point of view in which we are now regarding it, is in relation to its secondary effects on the nervous system and the blood, when administered so as to induce insensibility. 
